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: THE NEWS THIS MOENING,

" Rprri6y.—General Gordon 1eft Derbor for Khar-
toun yesterday. Mr. Dradlaugh has issned
s address nsking fora re-clection, = The iju-
stigators of the massacre in Tonquin have been
puuished. The trial of Elliot* and others for
conspirnoy to murder Smythe ended in a disagree-
ment of the jury. The subscriptions to the
mow French loan are much in excess of the awcunt
asked for.

Coxaresa.—In the Senata Mr, Voorhees offered a

rosolution directing the Secretary of the Interior
to withhold approvel o. selections of lands made
By the Northern Pacific Railroad Company within
eertain indemnity limits, The Senate consid-
ered the McPherson banking bill and Mr, Bayard
delivered an address in its support. =——= The
Xlouse considered tho Chalmers-Manuing contested
election case; there was a long debate, but no
sction was taken,
. Domes1ic.—The water measured seventy feet at
Cincinnatl yesterday. Pittsburg manufact-
wrers will oppose the Morrison tanfl in Washing-
gou. =—— The jury of inquiry into the death of
Hughes at the Utica Asylum condemn the attend-
anta, who have been arrested, Prineston
students are excited over the faculty's attempt to
wegulate athietics. The Manitoha road makes
eoncessions tothe Northwestern farmers, —— The
disabl ed Western telegraph wires are now in better
eondition, There was a run on a Schenectady
bank.

Crry axp SURURBAN.—The dense fog vesterday
eansed much delay and danger to travel on the
wivers and bay ; the Bridge was largely nsed. ——
*The City Civil Berviee examiners held an examina-
$ion. Mr. Abbey's abandomment of the Metro-
politan Opera House was confirmed. =——= The op-
ponents of Dr. Newman asserted their right
to hold a meeting, =——— Judge Brown rendered an
fmportant decision regarding underyvaluations,
Powdoin College Alumni ate their aunual dinner,

The history of Jennie Almey was disclosed,
The Aquednet Commissioners held a meet-
== “Billy” MeGlory was  taken
to Blackwell's Island. ——= Thomas Kinsella was
baried. Additional sums were forwarded for
the relief of sufferers by the Ohio floods, =—— Two
burglars were repulsed by a woman with an nw-
brella, =——— Gold value of the legal tender silver
dollar (41219 graius), 86.07 cents. Etockswere
dull and weak tillin the last hour, when they be-
oame active aud closed strong.
| Tue Weatner—TrisuNE local observations in
@icate colder, olondy weather and probably rain.
Temperature yesterdsy: Highest, 00¥; lowest,
839 ; average, 30%°,
The remarkable nnanimity with which the
blishers of this city express themselves in
favor of the International Copyright bill, now
before Congress, ought to assist materially its
. With both authors and publishers
supporting the measure, and its justice admitted
by the public, the solution of the long-puzzling
problem should be near at hand,
——‘—-—-——

The argiments of Commissioners Taintor and
Btephenson before the House Committee on
Commerce yesterday show the need of further
legislation regulating immigration, There is
mo reason. why pauper immigrants who may

reach this country by way of Canada should |
| tion of the appropriation made for cleaning

not be returned as well as those landing at
American ports. The entire care of immigrants
should Ye undertaken by the Federal anthori-
ties. It is a question for National and not State
control.

—
* The recent death of an inmate in the Utica In-
sane Asvlnm has led (o tie appointment by the
Assembly of a committee to investigate the
matter. After the verdict rendered yesterday
by the coroner’s jury, followed by the arrest of
three of the asylum attendants, there would

hardly seem to be need of further inquiry. But |

the Speaker has appointed an excellent commit-
tee for the purpose, and its report on the man-
agement of the asylum ought to be satisfactory
to the public. " Dr. Gray, superintendent of the
asylum, stands at the head of his profession in
this country, and the public will be slow to be-
lieve some of the statements loosely made
yesterday in the Assembly,

There is a ray of hope for the people of the
fnundated towns nlong the Obio in the predic-
tion of the Weather Bureau that a cold wave is

ing. The river at Cincinnati is now

over seventy feet high—four feet higher than

1ast year, when it exceeded all previous records,

M'he water is falling at Portsmouth, and as there

fs no importaut tributary between that point

and Cinciunati, it is probable that the highest

point has been reached. The effect, however,
will be felt for a long time. Bubscriptions for

$he relief of the suffering people are being taken
a:ﬂ over the country, and are happily meeting
i 8 geucrous response. But the need is
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The British Government aro displaying great
activity In their preparations for war in the
Soudan. Lord Wolseley is telegraphing from
London to the military authorities in Egypt
that a force must be collected at once for the
veliof of Tokar and the defence of the Red Sea
ports, Mr. Gladstone has stated that alleast
4,000 British troops will be immediately
employed on the sea coast of the Soudan. A
regiment about to embark for England has been
ordered to Suakimj the fleet is left to defend
Alexandrin; and the Cairo garrison is dis-
patched to General Baker's eamp. The Minist-y
have reluctantly entered upon a campaign in
the Soudan. A few weeks ago the abandon-
ment of the country was abruptly proclaimed.
Now the impression is to be conveyed to the
Scadanese on the Red Sea littoral that’the
garrison at Tokar will certainly be rescued as
goon as the British troops arrive. This transi-
tion of poliey exposes the Ministry to destrue-
tive criticism. The pressure of public opinion
in England and the political exigencies of the
debate on the vote of ceusure in the Commons
have effected this change,

————

A vote was not taken in the Assembly vester-
Gay on the Roosevelt bill to give to the next
Mayor the sole power of appointing beads of
departments, but there ought to be no question
of its receiving the constitutional majority when
it is reached on its final passage. The chance
of the measure becoming law was materially
strengthened by the declaration yesterday of
Mr. Gibbs, chairman of the Senate Committee
on Citles, that he was heartily in favor of it.
For somg reagon various efforts have been made
to misrepresent Mr. Gibbs's position on this and
other bills, and he thought it worth while to
contradict these misstatements, An impression
had been ereated that the bill would meet with
its greatest diffioulties in the Senate, but under
Mr. Gibh's advoeacy it will no doubt pass that
body. The public meeting to be held to-night
in Cooper Institute in support of this mensure
bitls fair to be an imposing demonstration, It
will no doubt furnish arguments enough to con-
vinee any unbinsed person of the need of such
a change iz thie laws as is contemplated by this
measure, Fortunately, however, there are no
disinterested persons, so far as known, opposing
the measure, But the meeting will show that
the bill is demanded by the people of this city,
and such a demand the Legislature will not
ignore.

-

The need of tegnlations such as those pre-
seribed by Mayor Edson for admission to the
Civil Service of the city is fully demonstrated
by the work of the examining bonrds, eome of
the details of which are given in to-day’s Trie-
UxE. Aninspector in the Publie Works Depart-
ment was found unable to answer the simplest
questions in arithmetio and other elementary
branches of edncation, A bogus colonel who
presumably had some assarance of employment
as an engineer in the same department, gave
up in disgust when he found that he wonld
have to undergo an examination. There is
apparently a disposition on the part of some of
the city officials to regard these regulations as a
mere sham, and to ignore them. Thero is
every reason to believe that the Mayorisin
earnest in this matter, asis shown by the high
character of his examiners, If the regulations
are faithfully enforced they will accomplish a
good deal toward redeeming the city offices
{rom their base prostitution to partisan pur-
poses, The Legislature ought at once to amend
the Civil Service act, so as to extend its pro-
visions to all the city depsrtments, and to
repeal the clause which permits the Mayor at
any time to suspend the Civil Serviee rules and
regnlations. Otherwise Mayor Edson's sue-
cessor, under some anti-election promise forced
on him by the politicians, may undo all that the
present Mayor has accomplished toward re-
forming the municipal Civil Service,

STRIKING AT A BAD PRACTICE,

Tt will be o fortunate thing for the people of
this city if by means of the proceedings begun
in the Supreme Court on Tuesday an end is put
to the pernicious practice of the Boawd of Es-
timate in making transfers of alleged unex-
pended balances of approprintions.  The in-
junetion issned by Judge Donahue on the com-
plaint of Mr. John iI. Bird to restrain the Con-
troller from paying out in any way the $6,741
recently transferved to the use of the Com-
missioners of Accounts, will afford a epeedy
menns of testing the law on this question, To
the lay mind there wouald appear to be no doubt
of the soundness of the position Mr, Asten, a
member of the Board of Estimate, has taken in
regnrd to these transfers. He has held that the
law does not anthorize the Board of Estimate to
transfer unexpended balances of previous years
to the nse of the department heads for the eur-
vent year, Otherwise the purpose of requiring
a final estimate with a concurrent vote (trans-
fers are made by a majority vote) is defeated,

A better illustration of the evils of this sys-
tem of transfers conld not be had than is fonnd
in the ease of the Commissioners of Accounts,
It iz held by Mr. Asten, as it was held by ex-
Controller Green, when a member of the Doard
of Estimate, that the law does not authorize the
Commissioners of Accounts to employ clerks.
The approprigtion for that purpose was de-
feated in the Board of Estimate because a con-
current vote in its favor could not be had. Dat
by means of a transfer the approprintion was
made withont Mr. Asten's vote. Clemly that
was not the intention of the statute, Then the
wmoney transferred for this purpose was a por-

markets while Andrew H. Green was Controller.
In this way what one official saves to the city is
spent by another set of oflicials who come into
power years afterward.  An appropriation made
for one purpose is diverted to an entively differ-
ent wse.  To such an extent has this been
carried that within a few years $2,156,935 has
been transferred from unexpended appropria-
tions of previous yems, Some department

| heads make a regular practice of increasing

their appropriations for particular purposes,
which will not bear elose serutiny, by means of
these transfers, In this way an appropriation
entirely expended voder the $099 order system
by Commissioner Thompson was inereased in
1881 $21,050; in 1832, $27,600 ; and in 1853,
$34,135. Other appropriations similarly ex-
pended in the same department have been as
regularly increased by this reckless practice of
transferring alleged unexpended balances,

In fuct there are nosuach balances, The
moncey is mot in the treasury, the deficiency in
the collection of taxes each year amounting to
much more than the unexpended balances of the
year, Hence the money used from these trans-
fers is raised by the issne of bonds. The prae-
tice is contrary to all sound business prinei ples.
It induces extravagance, and if not wholly il-
legal ought to be made so. This fund of
alleged unexpended balances now ampunts to
over $3,000,000, and it ought to be covered
into the treasary, It was deploted last year by
transfers to the amount of $542,286, which was
a larger sum than wns ever before transferred in

| one year. The sooner an end is putto the practice

of making transfers from previons years the
better,

CANAL IMPROVEMENTS.
§ A bill is pendng in the Legislature which pro-
vides for lengthening ono of the important
locks on the Erie Canal, It meets with some
opposition. Itis characterized as “an entering
wedge,” the argnment being that to consent to
enlarge this lock is to inaugurate a poliey that
may result in the lengthening of all the locks.
Those who talk in this way pointto the fact
that making the canals free cost the Statea
good deal of money, and claim that the burden
from this sourca onght not to be increased
through the adoption by the Legislature of any
enlargement or imnrovement seheme,

The answer i= that if 1t was worth while to
make the canals free, it is worth while to take
good care of them. It is not taking good care
of them to refuse to lengthen locks, if it can be
demonstrated that their efficiency will be greatly
promoted by so doing. Those who have given
most attention to the canals favor the scheme.
They believe that if the locks were enlarged so
{hat two boats could be served at the same time,
a saving of two days would be eftected on the
trip between Buffalo and New-York, But
nobody now proposes to enlarge all the locks.
1t is simply proposed to enlarge this one at Utica
by way of experiment. If the result is not
satisfactory, the opponenta of canal improve-
ments will be furnished with a potent argument
against doing anything further in this dircction.
The bill under consideration passed both houses
last year, but died fn the Governor's hunds. In
his message ho had taken ground against “all
# propositions and schemes for the enlargement
4 of the canals or the expenditure of large sums
4 of money in their alteration,” until the eflect

of the abolition of tolls was fully apparent..

But sinee in lis message of this year the Gover-
nor expresses the opinion that the exhibit of the
canal buginess for the season ® fully justifies 4
the remission of tolls, it is fair to assume that if
the bill passea again he will sign it.

It is frequently said that the law of private
business onght to be the law of public business.
It is a sound principle and furnishes a cogent
reason for taking care of the canals, If they
were owned by individuals who desired to make
them worthy competitors of the railroads they
certainly would not be allowed to remain in the
condition in which boatmen now report them,
They would be put in' complete order in all that
is implied in the term of enlargement and
improvement, In his Inst annual reporl the
State Engincer says ® it shonld be remembered
W that since the date of the completion of the
@eplargement in 1862, when the canals are
& supposed to have been in their best condition,
“they have been steadily deteriorating, as
4 appropriations by the Legislature have never
4 heen enough  to keep them in complete repair
% and barely suflicient to meet those emergencies
“caused by breaks, floods, ete, so often
« eneonntered in canal navigation.,” This isa
consideration too often lost sight of in fthe
current canal disenssion. It is nearly n quarter
of a century since the eanals were put in
thorough repair. The spirit that induced the
people to vote to make the ecanals free will
demand that nothing shall be left undone that
is caleulated to promote their usefulness,

THE NEW PENSION BILL.

When Congress passed the Pension Arrears
Bill it had no conception of the magnitude of
the consequences. The tempiations to such
legislation ‘are always strong. Bills appro-
printing money to whole classes ralso up definite
politienl support, and when they are based on
the elaims of men who have fonght for their

comntry it is difficult to secure even prudent,

examination of their provisipns, and impossible
to make any effeetive opposition to  their
enactment, But the resalts of the. Pension
Arrears Bill have shown that this cluss of legis-
lation has brought into existence a formidable
hody of middlemen called claim agents, and that
these claim agents have made so much money
out of thelr dealings with the pensioners that
they are resolved not to permit so lucrative a
business to die. That the new bill owes its
origin to the claim agents rather than to public
opinion may safely be assumed,

There can be no assurance that if this elaim
were allowed it would be the last, When the
claim agents have sucked dry the pensioners of
the Mexican, Creck, Seminole, and other minor
wars, they will inevitably look around for
further spoils, and they will not have far to
look., Nearly every State has at some time in
its history —cen troubled by Indian conflicts, or
domestic revolts, or squnll!-t\t?nts. or something
of the kind, in which it has heen necessary to
call out the militia or to muster in volunteers or
deputy sherifts, Having settied with all the
survivors of all the other wars, it will be quite
natural to como down to these State distarb-
ances, and by a fjudicious boom the claim
agents cnn doubtless make it appear that the
honor of the country demands the prompt
adjustment of all such elaims. Congress will
find it almost us hard Lo resist an appeal of this
sort as it is to oppose River and Harbor bills, for
every State would be in turn interested.

It is easy to perceive how from this enterprise
the claim agents, emboldened by suceess, and
rendered greedier than ever by their great
gaing, might proceed to fresh projects even yet
more comprehensive and far-reaching. 'ensions
for the victims of buzz-saws; pensions for the
sirvivors of railroad and steamboat aecidents ;
pensions for the people whe “didn’t know it
was Joaded ™; pensions for the widows of book -
agents killed in the pursuit of their avecations ;
pensions for the heirs ef peoplo who blow out
the gas; in short a swarm of reasons for more
pensions wonld suggest themselves, What is to
be the end of this, short of the support of
one half the Ameriean people by the other half,
it is not easy to foresee ; but it is clenr enough
that the great army of claim agents lins no
intention of abandoning a line ot
which has proved so remunerative, and which

is 80 easily * worked,”
e ——

binsiness

QUIDOOR RELIEY,

The difiicult problem of alms-giving ia not
yet solved.  The trouble obviously is to relieve
the neeessities of the poor according to a system
calenlated to deerease rather than increase pov-
erty; to foster rather than destroy self-reliance.,
Poverty has a way of growing by what it feeds
om, the wore alms the more panpers,

All over the land philunthropists are earnestly
endeavoring to solve the problem,  Our own
city furnishes one of-the best of the organiza-
tions engaged in the eftort, They all agree in
opposition to indiseriminate alms-giving, and
have done much to discourage that sort of gen-
erous scliishness, DBut when the guestion is
raised, Shall publie relicf be given to the poor
at their own homes or in publie institutions 1
they divide, The report of the standing com-
mittee on ontdoor relicf of the State Board of
Charities, which was lately presented to the
Legislature, is7a valuable contribution to the
disenssion,  The committer after ontlining the
argument commonly brought forward on the
side of outdoor relief lays down the proposition
that experience has demonsgated the system to
be a failure. To sustaln this proposition the

practical working of the system in England is

first cavefully examined. "The Commission ap-
pointed by the Crown to report upou it found

that the effect of outdoer relicf upon the ro
ciplenta was to sap their habits of industry, dis

cournge their habits of frugality, encourage im-
provident and wretched marriages, and produce
discontent, Passing from England to this coun-
try, the committee show that outdoor relicf has
been abolished in soveral cities and towns “not
“only without causing suflering among special
4 and worthy cases but with the most Dbeneficial
& affects on the character and as a natural conse-
“quence on the condition of the people who
& formerly depended upon it.” Until 1879, the
report points out, public ontdoor relicf was
given in Kings County of this State to the
amount of $100,000 yearly ; it was thea cut off
in the middle of winter without warning and
without any substitute being provided, “and
the result was—nothing,” The secretary of the
Philadelphia Society for Organizing Charity
writes to the same effect in regard to the aboli-
tion of outdoor relief in that city, Previous to
1880 from fifty to eighty thousand dollars was
annually gpent upon it, but although the popu-
lation of the city has increased during the years
gince it was cut oft the number of indoor poor
has decreased, In concluding its report the
committee feel warranted in saying that “it has
“heen proved that ontdoor relief is not only
“useless as a means of relieving actual exist-
“ing suffering but is an active means of increas-
“ ing present and future want and vice,” And it
adds that % the only other means of giving pub=-
% lig relief is within an Institution, and this will
 he found to render possible the attainment of
4all the objects which should be aimed at by
4 public relief.” -

* The subject is one of great and growing im-
portance. It appeals alike to the humanitarian
and the taxpayer pure and simple. The ad-
vocates of outdoor relief now bave the floor.
What have they to offer in reply to this report ?

THE TROUBLE ABOUT MONET,

“With such enormous reserves, how canthere
“ be danger 1 Surely a monetary system is safe,
“ when the Treasury holds $445,000,000 in
 oash, and the New-York banks hold $111,-
“ 000,000 more,”, Sueh is the reasoning of soma
men who are commonly respected for good
gense in business matters. Are they right?

To begin with, the Treasury does not hold
$445,000,000 in cash of any or all kinds. In
that sum are included $66,000,000 of United
States notes, or other equivalent forms of eur-
rency. These notes in the hands of Government
are in no sense currency. They are simply re-
deemed promises to pay—mere memoranda that
Government onee did borrow and since has paid
certain sums. It ean borrow again, by issning
the same promises, it is true, But power to hor-
row money is not money. Paper promises of
Government do not become currency in any
gense until they go into the hands of somebody
who holds them agains! the Government, as
evidenee of its debt to him,

Hence it 18 also  clear  that  the
certificates  held by the banks must
also be deducted, or else the gold held by the
Treasury to which those certificates give fitle,
These, again, are only evidences of a debt—bnt
of i debt not yet paid. The holder of a legal-
tender certificate can at any moment demand
legal-tenders for it, and, without leaving the
connter, can then demand gold for his legal-
tenders, Refusal to pay would be an act of
bankruptey. The $17,080,000 legal-tender
cerfificates outstanding on Saturday, therefore,
gnve holders a title to $17,080,000 gold in the
Treasury, precisely as much as the $82,201,440

gold certificates then outstanding gave title toy

the gold which, undeér the law, the Treasnry is
Dound to hold as ‘a sacred deposit for their re-
demption, Thus $100,000,000 of the Govern-

ment's .gold is actually owned by the
holders of these certificates. A great
part of the gold reported as held by
the banks consista of these  certifi-

cates o golid in the Treasury, which, therofore,
has loft, of gold not thus ownad by holders of
outstanding certificatés, only about $123,-
000,000, :

Then as to the silver eertificates, they give
title to property which nobody  will
take--the  silver  dollara, But they
also give a power of paying debts to
the Treasnry, and are used in paying customs
and taxes, In ordipary eirenmstances they ecir-
culato freely, Let any alarm arise and these
notes would go into the Treasury instead of gold
with astonishing rapidity. Hence these, too, are
debts which the Government ean, and in any
emergency will, be compelled to pay in gold,
On Saturday there were $06,030,271 of the
silver certificates out. And the Government
owned only $122,000,000 gold for the redemp-
tion of these and the legal-tenders.

8till, where is the danger? Men are glad to
get this paper; in fact, it goes into cireulation
becauso they prefer it to coin. But when an
emergency comes, what then ¥ Let us suppose
that England’s business in Bgypt and the danger
of a possible Mussulman uprising in India
should canse large demands for gold, We can-
not send ~old certificates or legal-tenders ;. still
less silver certificates. The actual gold must
go, primarily from the banks, let us
say. At present, Teserves are enormouns
and there is no apprehension. But a drain of
gold would eause it to be drawn from the Treas-
ury. The nmount of gold owned by the Treas-
ury might thus be quickly reduced below
®100,000,000, Now it does not matter how
unreasoning an apprehension is, if it exists,
Should an apprehension spring up that Gov-
ernment might not be able or disposed to
pay gold on demand much longer, is it not cer-
tain that legal-tendera and certificates would
then be sent in for payment in large amount 1

The New-York banks, for instance, own
%33,200,000 legal-tenders, If they begin to
apprehend that gold may not always be forth-
coming, how quickly they will demand it for
their notes!  Beeanse they have to settle with
Enrope, und Envope will not take paper prom-
ises, but must have gold, 1t would not be cow-
avdice, it would not even be an unpatriotic act;
the supreme duty of the banks is to he able at
an instant’s notice to pay gold to their ereditors
who have to settle with foreigners, Now the
plain fact is that the Government has outstand-
ing £106,220,711 in certificates and $300,000,-
000 of legal-tenders, payable on demand, and
the only money it has that it can pay with, in
any emcrgency, is about $222,000,000 gold,

A series of leotures on ** First Ald to the Injured,;
is being given for the benefit of newly appointed
policemen. A series of lectures on * Conservatism
in the Use of theClub” would perhaps to & consid-
ernble extent obviato the necessity for * aid to the
injured,”

Even in this Congress Mr, Reagan finds small sug
port for his “ inter-State comnterce " form of Com.
muuism, Notwithstanding his selection as Chaire
man of the committes by the Speaker of the House,
it appears that only one other member favored the
Roeaguan bill, and a mojority voted in favor of a
commission bill, It is now in order for Mr, Reagan
to prouounce Mr. Carlisle a tool of monopolies,
Moeanwhilo, the conntry would manage to endure
the catastrophs even if Congress should pass no
Commission or other bill, but should just lesve the
railrowds to compete with ouch other for the favor of
the shipping and travelling public. Self-lnterest is
a more potent regulator than any that Mr, Reagan
can devise,

The World pointed to_Il::Ghuruh defaloation i’

Troy to enforce the necessity of retiriug the Repnb-

. Charoh was & Demoorat s ko
was appointed Chamberlain of Troy by s Demo-
eratio Mayor, to supersede Mr, Hall, s Republioan )
Mr. Hall fa now called by a Democratic Mayor to
fill the vacancy ocoasicned by Mr, Church’s flight.
In thess ciroumstances The World will donbtless
find it convenlent not to return to the subject.

The belief that dull and gloomy weather like the
present tends to encourage suloide does not appear
to Lo borne out by statistica. Thess show that
more suicides oconr in summer than in winter,
The theory is that gloomy woather seems to har-
monize with the thoughta of those who are in trous
blo, whereas when the sun {s shining and the
flowers are blooming and tha birds singing, the
wiotched feol as though all nature flouted their
sorrows, and they are tempted to rush from a world
which offers them no sympathy. Of course thers
are many sulcides with which the weather
has nothing to do, but it is & fact that more people
kill themselves in May than in December,

Mr., Gladstone says General Gordon’s plan in the
Soudan is *to restore the former rulers to their an-
cestral power usurped by Egypt.” That might be
& practicable courss under other ecironmstances,
but as the Mahdi has to be reckoned with in any
arrangement now made, it seems pronable that the
restoration of the former rulers of the Sondan will
depend more npon him than upon the wishes of the
aforesaid rulers or the desires of General Gordon,
In fact, it rather Jooks as though the latter was to
request the Mahdi to give up his conquesta, and
that this renunclation was seriously expected to
follow such an invitation,

The Rochester Union falls foul of the bill providing
for the appointment of a prison labor commission,
It characterizes it as a prece of “trickery,” ex-
presses the hope that no Democrat will accept a
place on the commission, asserts that the Republi-
can majority as a body is opposed to the abolition
of the prison contract labor system, and declares
that “the Democratic party stood pledged and
ready, if introsted with the legislative power, to
give offeet to the decision of the people,” Onr con-
temporary must not expect to make much headway
with ita opposition, It would like to see this Leg-
islature rush in without any examination of the
prison problem in 1ts important bearings and tear
down the present contract systom, 1t is the part of
wisa men to look Dbefore they leap; to
take care that in, jumping out of the
frying-pan they do not jump into the fire, The hill
is a well-considered effort to determine what it is
best to do before deciding to do anything, and
heance is eminently sensible, There Is no proof that
the Republican majority of this Legislature 18
opposed to the abolition of tho present system, but
there is proof that the Democratic majority of the
last Legislature, while pretending to ba in favor of
its abolition, when it came to the pinch Sunked
miserably, resorting to the palpable evasion of re-
ferring the subject to a popular vote,

It appears that forged divorces have become
quite the fashion, for yesterday a San Franclsco
lawyer was arrested on a charge similar to that
preferred ngainst Law, in this State, Considering
the facilities offered for divoree In most of the States
it might have been thought that anyarrangeamernts
for further expediting that business were super-
fluous, but some people never can be satisfied, and
even if bauk-notes could be had for the asking
they would engage in counterfmting, Tha extent
of the divoree forgeries in Brookiyn appeirs to be
much greater than was at first supposed,

The report of the Naval Doard appolnted to de-
vise n scheme of operations for the Grealy Helief
Expedition has been anticipated by the official
recommendations of the Secretarfes of War and
the Navy submitted to Congress when the appro-
priation was asked for., The general plan la an ex-
cellent one and the details now furnished confirm
the favoralile judgment which we have already ex-
pressed, The two scalors are to operats together,
ono being a base of retreat from the other in any
Mforeseen emorgency; snd while arrangements
are made for an orderly and systematic advance,
no precantions are to be neglocted. ‘The report
recommends that in addition to the two sealers a
naval tendor, presumably the Yantie, shall be sent
to Littleton laland, and also that a smaller vessel
shall be dispatched to Melville Bay to search the
Greenland coast in advanca of the other ships. It
will be mora prudent to have the Yautio remain
where she {a; anda steam lannch, sent ont like
the Little Juniata in the searoh for the Polarls,
will abeomplish all that may bo requlsite early in
the acason.

Tt is well thiat MeGlory fs to go to the Paniten-
tiary, for it will give Mr, Gibbs time to cool down,
aud to discover that he mado a mistake in imagin-
ing that the germs of a temperance apostle were
latent in the Hester-st. den manager, If McGlory
wants to reform, moreover, he will have plenty of
time to do so after he has served out his term, and
then his reformation will not be open to the charge
of hypocrisy,

The insidions advances of encrvating Inxnury are
thrillingly illustrated by a recently published pat-
ent medivine advertisement, tn which it is stated,
evidently as an induncement to the youths of
America to go and do likewiss, that another patent
medicine man, who began life upon nothing, at-
talned such a pitch of prosperity that he " wore
velvet rohes with diamond buttons, and stood be-
fore kings.” Time was when the hope gf belng
President off the United States was held ont as the
highest possible reward of human ambition, but
now we scem to have fallon on evi) days, when
young Ameriea is supposed to he amenable to such
gandy and meretricions temptations as consist in
velvet robes with diamonds buttons, to be displayed
in the presence of effete royalty.

T PERSONAL.

Mr. W, D. Howells sees fow visitors nowadays,
heing deoply absorbed in literary work in which he
does not wish to be disturbed.

Ex-Governors Rice and Talliot, of Massachnsetts,
will spend fhe remainder of the winter and the
early spring in Florida,

‘T'he late Lord Hertford was ons of the few per-
sons privileged to make jokes in tho Queen's pres-
ence, aud he often cansed her to indulge in a hearty
lsugh.

The Bev, Dr. Willinm R, Williams, of the Trinity
Baptist Church, of this city, Is nearly S0 years of
age, and has been pastor of that church 52 years,
Ie fills the pulpit nearly every Sunday.

(jovernor TRobinson could get thres ' square
meals” a day gratis, if ho liked, for he Is sad to
receive on an average three iuvitations a day to
publie or private diuners,

Mrs. Jocepls Cook has entered the lecture-field,
taking for her theme * The Temples and Towbs of
Hindostan,” and illustrating her remarks with ster-

eopticon Views, )

In memory of Wendell Phallips ‘the Trish socie-
ties of Boston will omit their usual St. Patrick's
Day parade, and in the evening of that day will
atteni @ lecture, the proceeds of which will be
contributed to the fund for a statue of the great
Abolitionist,

“(hiness” Gordon, as is well known, fa & man of
profound religions convictions, sud studies the Bi-
blé with an enthusisam that 15 usually supposed
to belong to the theologian more than to the sol-
dier. A ourlons proof of this, according to The
Whitehall Review, waa afforded during one of his
visits to England, when he paid soveral visits to
Kow, and made eager inguirtes of all the officials
at the gardens, from Sir Joseph Hooker down-
wards, a5 to whetber they could give him any in-
formation of any kind which would enable him
satisfactorily to determine the exact botanical na-
ture and chursotoristios of the Treeof Life,

Some years ago Stuart Robson was playing In
Boston in a pioce the heroine of which was oalled
Gubiriolle. 1t so happened that almost every one in
tho oast had in some scene, to call her by nams,
and no two pronounced the name alike. Oue said
“(aybril”; another *Gaybrell”; and then came
“Gnybroal,” * Gaybryle,'"* (iaybryelly,” ete., un-
til Kobson came in on the closing sceus. To cap
the olimax ho pur{m&elg callod her “Gable,” *“ Oh,
Gable,” he squoaked, ° h;ﬁrl ht I should oull you
Guble Hawthorne,” “Why 1" asked she, * He-
onuso to-night this is the IHouse of the Beven
Gables,”

WasiuNGToy, Feb, 13,—CGeneral Sherldan will

I:ic::mto private But {6 is confronted E!mwﬂgg? 'I %‘?'-

TALKS ABOUT TOWN.

paying s fiying visit of & porsonal pature. I came .:
on the Gallla and go back with ber om her retyrn trip, s
you oan Imagine how busy T have been. T have broughy
nothlng but good news with me. Every one bhas bess
more than kind to us in London, andboth Miss Andas
son and myself areoharmed with the place and the psople,
Conld anything have been more ridiculons and absard
than the reporta about Miss Anderson and the Duke of
Portland! Why she never aven saw him and ha neves
saw bor, and I doubt whother he had ever heard of hee
bayond the newspaper accounts, when the story of thelr
engagement was cabled over here, One thing has struck
ms, and I must own that Miss Anderson s much pleased
atit. She is pralsad by the London crities for her artistie
abllity. Bome of them deny ber genins, but grant her su-
prome knowledge of ber art. } fn America the story used
tobarevarsed. She was often told that she bad great
mlua.mmnmmuuewm'mmw. T musy
also say that In my opinion she {8 Improving every day.
The ;:Nety of acknowledged leaders in artistic oircles
may have much to do with it, bu clearly appareat
that such Is the'case. e .
LUXURIES IN WESTERN CITIES,

Beerelary Teller.~Denver ia remarkable In the faot thay
whatever luxury money can buy ln New-York Clty, it may
also be had In Denver, The range of choles In luxuries i
Just aa wide, although stocks of goods ars, of course, not as
large as in the metropolls,  Kansaa Clty is anotber Weat-
ern place, whose businesa men are presenting customers
with wonderful assortments, Money s plenty In thess
places, rapldly made and freely spent, which accounts
fur the condition I have mentioned,

MR, BOUCICAULT'S TRAVELLING THEATRE.
Inon Boucicawlt. —Yes, T am very well, and though I am
o trifle over sixty-two, [ find T can support the fatigues
of travelling without difficulty. Hut the fatigues are
hardly worth tulking about when one becomes acelime-
tizod, a8 it were. Our day’s journey Is very often only an

hour or two long. However, to make matters
still  mors comfortabls, I am having twe
cars  bullt for  me. One s arranged

for the most convenient reception of seenery, properties
and baggage. In playing at one-night towns we find is
absolutely necossary to take the greater part of the set-
ting required with us, as the local manager can supply
next to nothing  The other car 18 a hotel car and will
necommodata the whole of the company. T shall have s
Httle roomn of my own, small, bat large enough for me;
quite as large lo fact as the lttle garret in which T firs
wrote plays. This present combination system has exor-
clsed nn enorinous Influence on the country ot large.
Small towns which twenty years ago saw nothing but an
oceasional ¢ireus or lecturer now are able to bave a
good perfornance every night In the week {f they wish,
and they generally do wigh. 1 don't know If vou are
aware that 1 am the founder of this combination system,
which has altered the whole aspect of theatricnl affutre
not only {n Amerlea but in England and France also, I
bad been walting until I had sormething good with which
to mike the experiment, and in 1540 Itook “The Uolloen
Bawn " through the Engliah provinees. TUI that time &
stur bud always travelled alone, finding his support in the
provineiul stock cormpanles, Itook a company of five,
maost of them Americans, by the way, old John Drew
nmong the number, Next year cthers followed our
cxamples, und very soon [ was told by country managers
that they hind dishanded thetr stock compantes and wers
galug to rely an the combinations in future, Whatsver
may be sald against the system It bas Wt least aducated
those who live it small towns 1o 4 kuowledge and appre-
clation of the theatre which they would olberwise nol
have possesasd.

BUILDING UP THE WEST BIDE.

Willlam I, Burker, president West Side Tmprovement
Armociation,—1f the elevated roads had been in operation
ten yeuars sarlier, the territory west of the Central Park
would be all bullt up to-day. I am not surs but 1t 1s a8
well, though, for we ure now Lullding what is (o be the
cholee part of New-York during the next 87ty yoars.
The Clark estate has only toitiated the work with the
Dakota and 1ts block of resldences, They will ba ready
for occupation this summer. Joshua Jones owns some
six acres adjoining the Clark eatate, and T have been ln-
tormed the estate will bulld another row of bulidings on
its property if he will do the same on hts. What we wanh
notw s that the elevated road shall lay tracks betweea
those now in use, solsly for through traios, so that we
van go from the Battery to Harlem In fifteen minutes.

GENERAL NOTES,

“ Walking yesterday along the Rue de Seve
res,” writes a lady from Paris to The London Truth, * [
saw the following delightful announcement palnted on
the side of a porte-cochere: * Madamo Zenoble C—, third
stury, lets out teeth for evening parties and balls.* "

The Newsdealers' Herald iz the bright and
lively organ of the Newsdealers' Association. It shows
an experlenced hand, and s n vigorous and effective pube
fontion, Newsdealers will undonbredly find 1t to thele
advantage to give it a large clreulation.

The Philadelphia Item insists that the pro-
posal to inerense the power 'of the Mayor over appoint=
mants 18 nmistake In municipal reform, and that the
only efective reform measure ia to oxtend the elective

srutciple 80 that every olficer shall be voted for directly

¥ the people.

The Philadelphia Call makes casual mention
of a negro who waa so black that he eould not be seem
without @ lght, In the Introdustion to the second part of
the Biglow Papers Mr. Lowall reproduces a still darker
legend. It 1s of a fellow-cltizen so black thata picce of
clinrcoal mide a chalk mark on him,

The Archmological Society of Athens has de-
termined to explore the hottom of the Bay of Salamis for
rallos of the vessols which were sink 1t the famous naval
battlo between the Grecks aud, Perslaus. The formes
lost sbout fifty and the latter nearly two hundred gal-
leya, whicn have stnee laln undisturbea at the bottom of
the sea.  ‘The water Is not very lim-{-. the soofety rm—
sesses suffclent finsnclal strength to employ the boag
menns of Investigation, and the attewpt 18 reg
with great luterest.

The superstitious inmates of the Tmperial
Palace at Berlin were greatly rellsved whoen they ascors
tainedd that the recent apparition of the “White Lady,”
tortelling death, was In fact nothing more awful than s
white-aproued kitehen boy who having becn kept up late
by the preparations for s eoming festivity, amused him-
solf with amtdnight atroll through the eorridors. The
voungster would have been dlsmilssed from thoe royal
service except for a friendly mtercessor whose wish 3o
commantd.

Ludlam's Deach, on the New-Jersey coast,
midway between Atlantie City and Cape May, 18 at proa-
snt coversd with such a deposit of clams as no one ln
that region ever saw before, They were loosened irom
thele bed by agreat storm severnl weeks ago and slnos
then every flood tida has Leapod thom on the store.
Unfortunately they are sand olams, edible but nod
marketable, and aa overy ono in the nelghborhood 18
satinted they are leftto perishand exhale n villanous
stonch. The heavy northeast storma of Luat week baried
millions of them fn the sawd, and fortunately the sea-gulls
find them pulatable ; but the aggregate mnss shows
soarcely auy diminntion. Mr. Edwanl K. Brick,whom The
cord pronoutiecs n reapectable authority,
{ that paper o few days ago that about &
mite above Sea Tsle City thers is 4 compact mass of clans
five feot in helght, from twenty to twenty-flve feet in
wiilth and & full guarter of o wile lons.

Phitadelphie Ee
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NO HOPE OF DEMOCREATIC VICTORY,
Washtngton Corpespondence Philaddelphin Press .

With the National Legislature divided in
surpose ; ou the defensive ns to every important fssue ho-
ore the peaple ; presenting no papular pr neple which 18
not falsitied by lts own practices; turuing its hack upon
the ouly men who are competent to load it and bogln-
ning the campalgn by drlllllerllvly snapping it4 fogers
|u the face of the business iuteresis of the couplry-—pow
can the Demoeracy really expect vietory In the next
Presidentiul election 1 AS a matter of fact 1 firmly be-
{iove that the thoughtful men In the i:urtr really entar-
taln uo) expectation that ls ot based upon the forlorn
hopeof a happy wecident. Whether this happy aceldent
shil ba the arrival of a Demoeratlo Moses without pre-
liminary announcement, theeuthusiastio msponse of the

aple to the autl-corporation crusades which the Houss
Committees were organized to act on foot, the opeuing
of & now barrel by Mr. Payne or Mr. Fiower, the ressurs
rection of Samuel J. Tilden, the reassertion of hoss
mothods, or the ronomination of Chester A, Artbur,ls an
open question that it 1s too early to closs,

SHOULD GIVE IT8 WHOLE MIND TO BRITISH
FREE TRADE.
Prom The Hartford Puat.
The New-York Times seems to be doing its
best to disinterrate tho Artbur Admivistration, s

th little supcess, A few duys ago "
::nm““ ':’o wihich were (o ocour lu the w
Cabinet, inelu the retlrement of &Hﬂttl’rl A
tho abifting about of the other members M.“
ents. Notbing of mmum MM
would soon reiire from the
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